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44 
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INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO OES-06 /022 W 
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FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3704 

UNCLAS MANILA 19072 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SWEL, RP 

SUBJ: INVITATION TO NIH CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 298096 

1 . SECRETARY OF HEALTH GATMAITAN WAS UNAVAILABLE BUT WE 
CONTACTED ASSISTANT SECRETARY ANTONIO ACOSTA WHO STATED 
THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SECRETARY TO ATTEND 
BECAUSE OF HIS CROWDED SCHEDULE. 

2. DR. ACOSTA SAID THAT SECRETARY GATMAITAN WOULD SUGGEST 
SUBSTITUTE IN DR. REGINA BASACA SERVILLE WHO HAS WORKED 
WITH CENTER FOR COMMUNICABLE DISEASES IN ATLANTA. THIS 
WOULD HAVE TO BE AT EXPENSE OF NIH. 

3. IF NIH AGREES TO INVITING DR. BASACA SERVILLE AT ITS 
EXPENSE, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH WOULD REQUIRE OFFICIAL LETTER 
OF INVITATION IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR EXIT PERMIT 
(WHICH IS VERY DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN AND WHICH, BECAUSE OF 
LIMITED TIME, MIGHT NOT EVEN BE OBTAINABLE BEFORE DECEMBER 17). 

4. PLEASE ADVISE BY CABLE. 

SULLIVAN 
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